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North Lincolnshire’s Local Safeguarding Children Board

Concerned about a child or young person?
If you have a concern that a child is vulnerable or at risk of significant harm please contact the Police or Social Work Services. Police on 999 in an
emergency - 101 in a non- emergency. Children Services on 01724 296500 (office hours) 296555 (out of hours).

Introduction by Edwina
Welcome to the latest edition of the LSCB newsletter.
The newsletter provides an update on current
safeguarding issues that are relevant to frontline
practice and the work of the LSCB. The newsletter also
provides links and signposts to national documents
that you may find helpful in your day-to-day work. The
Board is always interested in receiving your views and
sharing information about good practice locally so if
there are any items you would like to go in the next
edition please contact LSCB@northlincs.gov.uk.
Kind regards

Edwina Harrison
Independent Chair of
North Lincolnshire’s Local
Safeguarding Children Board
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LSCB Priorities
The LSCB Priorities for are:

• To reduce the harm from neglect

• To reduce the harm from child sexual exploitation

• To Performance Manage and Quality Assure Early Help
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The LSCB Team
The LSCB has some new team members who have
joined the service. The Service Manager is Katie
Newborn. The Training Coordinator is Carl Carter and
the Board has two Business Support Officers who are
Jayne Hurd and Amanda Tasker. The Partnership
Officer is Rebecca Osgerby.

To notify us of a child death contact Amanda Tasker/
Jayne Hurd on 01724 298293

To enquire or book onto training contact Carl Carter on
01724 298293

For general queries contact Rebecca Osgerby on 01724
298293
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Here are the members of the LSCB in
North Lincolnshire

Cheryl George

Consultant in Public

Simon Pollard
Community

Safeguarding Lead
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Neil Scott
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The LSCB welcome 2 new lay members
All LSCBs are required to have lay members who
operate as full members of the LSCB and who help
make links between the LSCB and community groups,
support stronger public engagement in local child
safety issues and an improved public understanding of
the LSCB’s child protection work.

The LSCB lay members are: Safaya Monaghan and
Scott Belton Lead Practitioner for Inclusion. Both lay
members participate in the full range of LSCB activities
such as case audits and the section 11 challenges.
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Update on LSCB priority areas
Reduce the harm from neglect

It is helpful to consider the definition of neglect through
the perspective of the European Convention in Human
Rights, Article 3, the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Article 19 and 24, these
outline a child’s right to good quality health care, to
clean water, nutritious food and a clean environment so
that they will stay healthy. In addition Article 28 states
that children have a right to a standard of living good
enough to meet their physical and mental needs.

Our key actions are:

• To increase the early recognition of neglect and
support delivered to families through early help

• To ensure that the early help offered to families
supports them in their parenting capacity and enable
children to have the best start in life

• To drive work forward to ensure effective cooperation
and practice between agencies and professionals

When defining neglect it is helpful to consider whether
a child’s needs are being met and whether there is the
likelihood of significant harm or impairment to a child’s
development, as opposed to whether a child has been
harmed. One of the issues, identified through research
is that practitioners can define neglect based on
parental intent and assumptions made about it. The
focus must be on whether the child’s needs are being
met, irrespective of intent.

The outcomes we want to achieve for children and
young people are:
• Improved physical health

• Children meeting developmental milestones

• Positive parent/child attachment

• Children thriving and achieving at school

• Good self-esteem and mental health in children and
young people

Research has demonstrated that professionals can
often find it difficult to recognise indicators of neglect
or appreciate their severity due to the following:

Neglect remains the most common form of child
abuse across the UK

• The chronic nature of this form of maltreatment and
that professionals can become habituated/used to
how a child is presenting and fail to question a lack of
progress

The definition of neglect adopted by the
Government is:

‘The persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical
and/or psychological needs, likely to result in the
serious impairment of the child’s health or
development. Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a
result of maternal substance abuse. Once a child is
born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to:

• Unlike physical abuse, the experience of neglect rarely
produces a crisis that demands immediate proactive,
authoritative action

• Neglect, can in some cases be challenging to identify
because of the need to look beyond individual
parenting episodes and consider the persistence,
frequency, enormity and pervasiveness of parenting
behaviour which may make them harmful and abusive

• Provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including
exclusion from home or abandonment):

• Protect a child from physical and emotional harm or
danger;

The LSCB has local guidance for professionals working
with neglect on www.northlincslscb.co.uk a priority
area to consider.

• Ensure adequate supervision (including the use of
inadequate care givers);

• Ensure access to appropriate medical care or
treatment.

It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to,
a child’s basic emotional needs. (HM Government,
2010; Working Together, 2015)
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1. Clear accountability: Ensuring that there are
necessary resources available to enable universal
services practitioners to undertake early help.

A recent report by the NSPCC identifies that neglect is a
serious form of harm and that both families and
professionals can become overwhelmed and
demoralised by issues of neglect. As a result children
may experience repeated attempts by professionals to
try and improve the situation, without lasting changes
being made.

2. Clear role expectations: Individual professions within
universal services need to be clear about their role in
providing early help for neglect and about how they
can provide direct support to children and parents.

Neglect was found to be a factor in 60% of serious case
reviews and the report identified that a challenge for
professionals was in respect of identifying neglect and
taking timely action to address it.

3. Clear pathways to help: There needs to be clear and
accessible pathways for the provision of early help,
including between different universal services,
targeted services and children’s social work services.

Key areas of learning identified in the report highlights
that professionals from all agencies must be able to:

4. Effective information sharing and multi-agency
working: There needs to be open, professional and
respectful dialogue and information sharing among
different universal services practitioners and between
universal services practitioners and children’s social
work services (where in the child’s best interest).

• Recognise physical and emotional neglect

• Understand the impact of cumulative and long term
effects of neglect

• Take timely action to safeguard children.

5. Training support and supervision: Practitioners need
to be confident and able to take early action before
referring their concerns to children’s social work
services.

The report also examines what can be done earlier to
prevent neglect. It highlights the importance of effective
early help. There is mounting research and evidence
that early intervention is more effective and less costly
to children and young people. The Thriving
Communities framework supports prevention and early
intervention re neglect. The report sets out a vision and
range of concrete actions across five different levels of
society that can help prevent child neglect and tackle it
at the earliest opportunity.

6. Relationship building: Universal services need to be
delivered with a focus on the importance of
relationship building between practitioners and
families.

(Ref see: Haynes, A. (2015) Realising the potential:
Tackling child neglect in universal services. London:
NSPCC.)

The Thriving Communities framework includes findings
from research involving health visitors, school nurses,
GPs, midwives, teachers and early years practitioners.
The research demonstrated how early help in universal
services can save resources and avoid unnecessary
delay in tackling neglect.

(Realising the Potential sets out a model for more
effective universal services provision for neglect, to find
out more go to nspcc.org.uk )

For information about how to access LSCB training in
respect of neglect visit:

The research concludes that a robust model for
provision of early help required to tackle neglect
involves:

www.northlincslscb.co.uk
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Update on LSCB priority areas

Reducing the harm from Child Sexual Exploitation
Why is this important?

As a result of the feedback the LSCB has rolled out ‘Not
in our Community’ a social media campaign aimed at
children and young people. Materials and information
have been distributed via a series of road shows across
North Lincolnshire’s secondary schools. The materials
were developed in conjunction with young people in our
area and the company who designed the campaign
Eskimo Soup. The campaign has enabled the LSCB to
engage with up to 6,000 young people on social media
sites regarding this issue.

Child Sexual Exploitation has become an increasingly
recognised form of abuse which can have devastating
effects on children and young people. LSCBs and the
organisations represented on them are charged with
ensuring that this type of abuse is prevented where
possible, recognised and reported so that children
receive the support they require and offenders are
brought to justice. Child Sexual Exploitation continues
to be a national concern and an area we take very
seriously locally.

Work is underway in schools to develop lesson plans
for SRE that will cover CSE as well as the running
programme of healthy relationships.

The LSCB CSE newsletter is still available on the LSCB
website and is an informative tool for all professionals.
It explores and explains in more detail:

Locally we have invested in training , support, resources
and services to support children and young people
affected by this issue. There is dedicated Outreach
Youth Provision, targeted to areas where children and
young people are identified as most vulnerable. There is
a dedicated support service in place for young people
at risk of CSE. There has been an investment in staff in
social work services of a practice lead that has
oversight of CSE cases. Two children’s advocate posts
have been created so that all children who go missing
are offered a missing interview. There is a
comprehensive programme of training in place for
professionals and an e learning package will be
available online shortly.

• What is Sexual Exploitation?

• Methods of Sexual Exploitation

• What do you need to do in respect of tackling CSE

• The Law

• Definition of ‘consent’ to sexual activity

• Messages from research about CSE

• Toolkit of resources
• Training courses

The LSCB has a strategic group in place to manage the
work locally to tackle CSE. We have undertaken a
substantial amount of consultation with children and
young people on this issue. A square table consultation
event was held with a group of young people to
ascertain their views on CSE and what support/
information they required.

The Not in our Community social media campaign
contains information for young people on CSE. It is
written in teen friendly language and there are case
studies that help teenagers to reflect on whether their
own relationship is healthy or not. The campaign uses
story telling through victim based experiences to help
young people understand what sexual exploitation is,
how anyone can become a victim, the techniques
groomers use to abuse young people and where to go
for help if you feel you or a friend could be at risk of
sexual exploitation.

The square table event was attended by members of
the Youth Council and the Children in Care Council.
What they told us:

• More information is required for children and young
people specifically on what CSE is

It has active accounts on Facebook, Tumblr, Instagram,
Twitter and Snapchat and the campaign uses hard
hitting messages to tell it like it is. On Facebook alone
the reach has averaged at over 6,000 individual
monthly engagements.

• It is important that CSE is covered in schools

• It is important to warn boys as well as girls about the
dangers of CSE

• The definition of CSE needs to be clear so that it is
understood by everyone

More information about the campaign can be found by
visiting www.notinourcommunity.org
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Get Help

If you have concerns about sexual exploitation, whether
it’s regarding a young person who may be at risk, or a
suspected offender, you can call the local police on 101.

If you think that a young person is in immediate danger
please dial 999

Children’s Services on 01724 296500 (office hours) or
296555 (out of hours)

Alternatively, you can call Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111
http://notinourcommunity.org/

Warning signs of Child Sexual Exploitation

http://eskimosoup.co.uk/articles/game-standsagainst-sexual-exploitation

Although there is no typical victim of sexual
exploitation, there are warning signs in a young
person’s behaviour which could indicate that they are at
risk or already being sexually exploited:

Recommended training and reading:

CSE online training is available on
http://northlincs.learningpool.com/course/

• Missing from home or care

CSE training session is presented by Lucy Smith author
of bestselling book ‘Exploited’ who tells her story and
experience of being groomed and trafficked by a child
sex gang at the age of 13 years and how she found the
courage and inner strength to escape.

• Absence from school

• Increased/secretive use of mobile phone/internet

• New ‘friends’, some of whom may be significantly
older

• Change of appearance

• Receiving unexplained gifts or money

• Physical injuries

• Drug or alcohol misuse

• Involvement in offending

• Repeat sexually-transmitted infections, pregnancy
and terminations

• Self-harm and/or thoughts of or attempts of suicide
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Update on LSCB priority areas

Performance Manage and Quality Assure Early Help
• Agencies should ensure that their interventions are
underpinned by an assessment of need;

• Agencies should provide targeted early help services
to address the assessed needs of a child and their
family which focuses on activity to significantly
improve the outcomes for the child.

Chapter 1 of LSCB procedures outlines the framework
for assessing the need for children and young people
who require early help.

The LSCB has a priority to Performance Manage and
Quality Assure Early Help and will do this by:

Professionals who complete an early help assessment,
need to send the key information sheet (page 1) of the
assessment to the Early Help Administrator at Ashby
Children’s Centre, Collum Avenue Ashby, Scunthorpe
North Lincolnshire, DN16 2SZ or send via secure email
to earlyhelp@northlincs.gcsx.gov.uk.

• Critically evaluating the effectiveness of early help and
publishing these findings in the LSCB annual report

• Monitoring the quality or early help assessment,
planning and management oversight through effective
audit arrangements

Research and local case audits demonstrate that
effective early help is underpinned by:

• Developing and monitoring local quality standards to
ensure that early help professionals have access to
effective supervision and management oversight

• A holistic assessment that provides the foundation for
effective understanding of the needs of the child;

• The engagement skills of professionals who build
collaboration with families and harness their
resources and strengths;

The LSCB is required to publish a threshold document
that includes:
• The process for the Early Help Assessment and the
type and level of early help services to be provided;

• A robust understanding of risk;

• Understanding the lived experience, voice and wishes
and feelings of the child;

• The criteria, including the level of need, for when a case
should be referred to local authority children’s social
work services for assessment and for statutory
services under:

• Empowering parents to find and implement solutions;

• Assessments that are analytical and evidence based.

• Section 17 of the Children Act 1989 (children in need);

Case audits demonstrate that early help is less
successful where:

• Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 (reasonable
cause to suspect children suffering or likely to suffer
significant harm);

• Assessments have been completed as a referral for a
service as they tend to be geared around the service
criteria rather than the need of a child

• Section 31 (care orders); and

• Section 20 (duty to accommodate a child) of the
Children Act 1989

• The perspective of the child and family is not clear and
the professional view of the situation prevails

The threshold document is within The Early Help
Strategy 2015-2017.

• Agencies are not clear about their role and
contribution to the plan

Working Together to Safeguard Children 2015, outlines
the responsibilities on agencies to provide early help:

For more information visit

www.northlincslscb.co.uk/professionals/policies/earlyhelp

• Agencies should identify children and families who
would benefit from early help;
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Digital Dangers
need to know how to keep themselves safe.

The report ‘Digital Dangers’ (November 2015) highlights
that online abuse can cause real and lasting harm to
children and young people and professionals need to be
able to identify the harm and those at risk of it.

The report considers projects who have worked with
children and young people who have been sexually
exploited and identifies that support on e-safety is vital.
The report recognises the need to work with young
people who have been exploited on building their self
esteem and coping strategies and not just focusing on
CSE.
The findings of this report found that:

• It is important to involve young people and their
parents in safeguarding plans regarding their internet
and phone use.

• E-safety should be considered in its widest sense and
not just focused on CSE.

The findings from the report highlight how changes,
and availability of technology, has impacted on the
behaviours of children and young people; those intent
on causing them harm; on parents and carers; and on
the Professionals working to safeguard and protect
children and young people.

• Professionals need to be trained to better understand
internet and phone use, and how past abuse can
impact on a young person’s current behaviour around
internet and phones.

• Some young people can have a ‘dual status’ of being a
victim of abuse and displaying harmful sexual
behaviours.

The report identifies that 78% of 12 to 15 year olds own
a mobile phone of which 65% own a Smartphone and
31% of 8 to 11 year olds own a mobile phone of which
20% own a smartphone. The high levels of ownership
gives children and young people the freedom to access
anyone through numerous platforms in numerous
environments, where adults are less able to oversee the
content.

The report recommends:

• Easier access to existing prevention resources and
advice.

• All educational establishments to provide high quality
healthy relationships and sex education.

The report identifies that there are incredible benefits
the internet has brought to society, such as it has
transformed learning opportunities, it enables
connections between friends and communities like
never before. However no development is ever without
risk and it has become apparent that the new
technologies can also provide criminals, or those intent
on harming children, with a new tool.

• Training to all professionals working with children and
young people to enable all to feel confident in
identifying possible harm online.

• Assessments, intervention and recovery programmes
to include abuse that is identified as relating to harm
online only.

• Peer mentoring programme should be supported.

The report identifies the importance of ensuring
children and young people receive advice and support
on age appropriate relationships and sex education in
schools. The report also identifies the importance of e
safety training for professionals, as they need to
understand the forums that children and young people
are engaged with. For example games and apps also
provide online forums and children and young people

• Best practice guidance on the investigation of internet
crimes to be developed.

Prevention work is crucial in ensuring that young
people are aware of the dangers of the internet and
know how to stay safe online.

For training on e-safety visit www.northincslscb.co.uk
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Spaces of Safety Update
• Female Genital Mutilation

• Mate crime – vulnerable adults who are groomed and
abused by people they see as their friends

• Hate crime including Islamophobia

• Carer abuse

• Elder abuse

Members of staff in participating venues have received
training to ensure they are equipped to support anyone
who seeks help to access the right service.

Window stickers and posters guide members of the
public to members of staff who are able to support
them. Members of staff can be identified by their photo
identification cards and orange coloured lanyards.

Anyone seeking help is taken to a quiet place to talk.
With consent the member of staff contacts the most
appropriate service who can then come and provide the
specialist support that person needs.

Participating Venues So Far

The Spaces of Safety scheme is a community
safeguarding initiative unique to North Lincolnshire.
The LSCB agreed to sign up to the Children’s Society
Runaways’ Charter and the Charter included four
pledges. One of those pledges was the provision of
Safe Places where young people who run away from
home can find refuge and access services. The Board
agreed to fulfil this pledge and the Spaces of Safety
scheme was developed, which is now a network of
community venues across North Lincolnshire providing
support to all children and vulnerable adults who may
be fleeing any kind of safeguarding issue including, but
not exclusively:

• All 16 Libraries

• All 8 Fire Stations

• All 8 Local Links Offices

• CRI Step Forward substance misuse services

• Outreach Youth Team

• Children’s Centres

• Community Wellbeing hubs

How can you help? If you work for an organisation that
might like to get involved or you have any suggestions,
please contact Andy.Lambie@northlincs.gov.uk or
Carl.Carter@northlincs.gov.uk

• Child Sexual Exploitation

• Running away from home

Please raise awareness of the scheme with people
you are working with.

• Domestic abuse

• Abuse and neglect

• Honour-based violence
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Child Death Overview Panel (CDOP)
The LSCB has a statutory responsibility for reviewing
child deaths in the area, with a view to learning lessons
to try and prevent future similar deaths.

All relevant agencies who were involved with the child
will be invited to the meeting. The meeting considers:

• The circumstances leading to the child’s death

A review of each death of a child normally resident in
the LSCB’s area is undertaken by a CDOP. The CDOP
has a fixed-core membership drawn from
organisations represented on the LSCB with flexibility
to co-opt other relevant professionals to discuss
certain types of death as and when appropriate.

• Relevant agency information on their involvement with
the child/family

• Bereavement support to the family

• Any safeguarding considerations for any other
siblings

The local procedures in place can be found at

• Whether the case should be referred to the serious
case review sub committee

www.northlincslscb.co.uk/professionals/death-reviews

Following the meeting your agency will be asked to
complete a Form B, which provides information on your
agency involvement with the child/ family, information
on the child and information on parenting capacity and
environmental factors that may be relevant. You should
ensure that the Form B is returned by the date specified
on the accompanying letter.

Professionals’ responsibilities regarding child deaths:

If you are working with a child who has died you must
ensure that your manager informs the LSCB within 1
working day of the child’s death. The notification can be
made by any agency but it is generally the hospital or
the police. It can be verbal but it must be followed up in
writing by a Form A notification, which would be sent to
you.

The information you supply will be considered by the
Child Death Overview Panel.

If the death is unexpected ie not anticipated as a
significant possibility 24 hours before the death or
where there was an unexpected collapse or incident
leading to the death, a rapid response meeting will be
called within 3 working days of the child’s death.

For more information on the child death review
processes please visit:

www.northlincslscb.co.uk

For information about training on the child death review
processes contact Carl Carter on 01724 298293
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Learning from the serious case
review into SI14
• Self-harm is a symptom of different stressors in a
young person’s life, the act of self-harm can be a
strategy for dealing with very difficult thoughts,
feelings or memories.

On 16th October 2015, the LSCB published a serious
case review referred to as SI14. The review concerns
the death of a 17 year old by self-strangulation in
March 2014. At the time SI14 was place as a voluntary
patient in a specialist inpatient mental health
placement out of the area.

• The importance of multi-agency support for young
people where they are in receipt of CAMHS in order to
try and prevent escalation of need and support within
their local community is important.

Key Learning from the review:

• The review highlights, as national studies have, gaps
in primary health workers eg GPs understanding the
reasons that drive young people to self-harm;
professionals not knowing what language to use when
talking about self-harm; uncertainty of what to say
and having materials and advice to share directly with
young people. Increasing numbers of young people
turn to online sources for information and social
media which are not always reliable.

• Admission to a tier 4 specialist mental health unit
should be after a pre-admission assessment, that has
clear and measurable goals set. The young person
and family should agree the admission only when no
local community based alternatives are available and
that the admission is not likely to do more harm than
good.

• Children who are placed in specialist tier 4 provision
should be considered as children in need and a
referral to children’s social work services made in
accordance with section 85/86 of the Children Act
1989.

• The provision of early help at moments of crisis or
trauma such as the diagnosis of a parent’s serious
illness can be effective in helping children manage the
emotional and practical problems and play a part in
preventing longer term problems.

The full report can be accessed by visiting:

• Lower levels of school attendance can be
symptomatic of other issues within the family and
should be explored. Intervention should be based on
this ecological understanding.

The Local Safeguarding Children Board Practice
Update No:3

• Young people in as voluntary inpatients in tier 4
specialist mental health units require advocacy and if
SI14 had been detained under mental health
legislation this would have automatically required the
appointment of an advocate.

Sections 85 and 86 of the Children Act 1989 were
introduced to ensure that children who are
accommodated by a health agency, local education
authority, care home or independent hospital for a
consecutive period of at least three months are brought
to the attention of Children’s Social Care. Such children
are potentially vulnerable by virtue of their being
accommodated outside of the family.

www.northlincslscb.co.uk/professionals/case-reviews
Statutory duties under section 85/86 of the Children Act
1989

• There are limitations of principally using a medical
model to underpin assessment used by health
professionals as it can significantly limit the ecological
understanding of an individual and the subsequent
support offered.

Upon notification that a child from their area is living in
such arrangements, Children’s Social Care can assess
whether the child’s welfare is being adequately
safeguarded and promoted and whether any additional
services or interventions should be offered to the child
and/or their family.

• It is important to give proper consideration to the
views, wishes and feelings of young people and their
families when developing plans, delivering a service to
them.

• Domestic abuse had a profound effect on SI14 and
her family, which professionals did not appear to fully
understand.
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As Sections 85 and 86 only apply to those children who
are accommodated for a consecutive period of at least
three months, the provisions do not apply to children
placed on a term to term basis in boarding school
where they return home during the school holidays. It is
a requirement of the accommodating authority to notify
Children’s Social Care for a child who would normally
be resident within that local authority area, if they are
providing accommodation for a consecutive period of
at least three months or if they have the intention of
providing accommodation for such a period.

Where a local authority has been notified under this
section they shall take steps that are reasonably
practical to enable them to determine whether the
child’s welfare is adequately safeguarded and
promoted while the child is being accommodated and
consider the extent to which they need to exercise their
functions with respect to the child. If the person
carrying on any care home or independent hospital
fails, without reasonable excuse to comply with this
section he/she will be guilty of an offence. Any person
authorised by a local authority may enter a care or
independent hospital within the authority’s area for the
purpose of establishing whether the requirements of
this section have been complied with. It is an offence to
obstruct another in the exercise of this power.

Legal Requirements

Under Section 85 Children Act 1989

Where a child is provided with accommodation by any
Local Health Board, Special Health Authority, Primary
Care Trust, National Health Service Trust, NHS
Foundation Trust or local education authority (the
accommodating authority). For a period of 3 months or
with the intention of accommodating the child for that
period, then the accommodating authority must notify
the responsible authority (this is where the child is
normally resident).

To notify children’s services of a child placed in
accordance with section 85/86 of the Children Act
please contact 01724 296500 (office hours) 01724
2965555 (out of office hours).

www.england.nhs.uk - Local Transformation Plans for
Children and Young People’s Mental Health and
Wellbeing

www.youngminds.org.uk - Future in Mind

Where the local authority has not have been notified
under this section of the Children Act 1989, the local
authority should take steps that are reasonably
practical to enable them to determine whether the
child’s welfare is adequately safeguarded and
promoted while the child is being accommodated and
consider the extent to which they need to exercise their
functions with respect to the child.
Under section 86 Children Act 1989

Where a child is provided with accommodation in any
care home or independent hospital for a consecutive
period of 3 months or with the intention of
accommodating the child for such a period the person
carrying on the home shall notify the local authority
within the area the home is.
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LSCB Key Events
The LSCB were proud to host a local event by Karma
Nirvana the charity that helps women and men who are
subjected to forced marriages and honour based
abuse. The event was attended by 120 multi agency
staff. The session was delivered by the founder of
Karma Nirvana Jasvinder Sanghara who recounted her
own experiences of forced marriage and how and why
she established the organisation Karma Nirvana.

As of 16 June 2014 Forced Marriage became a criminal
offence in England and Wales. The maximum penalty
for an offence is 7 years imprisonment. These
proposals were part of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime
and Policing Act, which received royal assent on 13
March 2014 (the 2014 Act).
Section 121 of the 2014 Act provides that:

1. A person commits an offence in England and Wales if
he or she:
(a) uses violence, threats or any other form of coercion
for the purpose of causing another person to enter
into the marriage, and

(b) believes, or ought to reasonably believe, that the
conduct may cause the other person to enter into
the marriage without free and full consent

2. In relation to a victim who lacks capacity to consent
to marriage, the offence under subs.(1) is capable of
being committed by any conduct carried out for the
purpose of causing the victim to enter into a marriage
(whether or not the conduct amounts to violence,
threats or any other form of coercion).

3. A person commits an offence under the law of
England and Wales if he or she practices any form of
deception with the intention of causing another person
to leave the United Kingdom, and intends the other
person to be subjected to conduct outside the UK that
is an offence under subs. (1) or would be an offence
under that subsection if the victim were in England and
Wales.
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Forced marriage protection orders
Forced Marriage

Forced marriage protection orders can be sought under
section 4A of the Family Law Act 1996 (the 1996 Act).
Note: Section 4a of the 1996 Act was inserted by the
Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Act 2007.

Multi-agency Statutory Guidance, ‘The Right to
Choose’, 2014 identifies that:

A forced marriage is a marriage in which one or both
spouses do not consent to the marriage and duress is
involved. Duress can include physical, psychological,
financial, sexual and emotional pressure. In the case of
some vulnerable adults who lack the capacity to
consent coercion is not required for a marriage to be
forced.

The 1996 Act makes provision for protecting both
children and adults at risk of being forced into marriage
and offers protection for those who have already been
forced into marriage. The terms of orders issued under
the 1996 Act can be tailored to meet the specific needs
of victims.

Under section 120 of the 2014 Act, the maximum
penalty for breach of a forced marriage protection order
is five years imprisonment.

The pressure put on people to marry against their will
can be physical (including threats, actual physical
violence and sexual violence) or emotional and
psychological (for example, when someone is made to
feel like they’re bringing shame on their family).
Financial abuse (taking your wages or not giving you
any money) can also be a factor. ‘The Right to Choose’
provides advice and support to front line practitioners
who have responsibilities to safeguard children and
protect adults from the abuses associated with forced
marriage. As it is unlikely that any one agency can
provide the support necessary to deal with this issue
for an individual the document sets out a multiagency
response and encourages agencies to cooperate and
work together closely to protect victims.

In light of the new legislation, the government’s Forced
Marriage Unit (FMU) has updated:

• The statutory guidance, ‘The Right to Choose’ issued
under section 63 Q(1) Forced Marriage (Civil
Protection) Act 2007 - HM Government - The Right to
Choose: Multi... - Gov.uk
• The multi-agency practice guidelines

The FMU is always happy to talk to frontline
professional handling cases of forced marriage at any
stage in a case.

The FMU offers further information and advice on the
wide range of tools available to tackle forced marriage,
including legal remedies, overseas assistance and how
to approach victims.

Forcing someone to marry is a criminal offence. It is
child abuse, domestic abuse and a form of violence
against women and men and should be managed as
part of existing child and adult protection policies and
procedures.

Karma Nirvana is a UK registered Charity it has been
supporting victims of honour crimes and forced
marriages since 1993, Jasvinder, a survivor of forced
marriage and honour based abuse, established the
project initially with a view to create a support network
for women who experienced language and cultural
barriers. Since Karma Nirvana’s establishment in 1993
it has expanded and developed from a local to a
regional project to now being a national and
international project. Karma Nirvana not only supports
women, but has expanded to also support men and
couples as this has been identified as a growing need
of support.
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To Contact the FMU

• Call: 020 7008 0151 (Monday to Friday: 09.00 to
17.00)
• Email: fmu@fco.gov.uk

If you know someone who’s been taken abroad to be
forced into marriage.

Give as many details as you can, for example:

• where the person has gone

• when they were due back

• when you last heard from them

The FMU will contact the relevant embassy, if they’re a
British National, the embassy will try to contact the
person and help them get back to the UK if that’s what
they want.

Contact the North Lincolnshire Single Access Point on
01724 296500 or 296555 (out of normal office hours).

For the full document and a range of associated
resources go to www.gov.uk/forced-marriage

Our local procedures can be found within our Honour
Based Violence Protocol at www.northlincslscb.co.uk/
professionals/policies/#
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Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
FGM is child abuse and a form of violence against
women and girls, and therefore should be dealt with in
line with safeguarding procedures.

FGM constitutes child abuse and causes physical,
psychological and sexual harm which can be severe.

Practising FGM in the UK has been a criminal offence
since 1985 (Prohibition of Female Circumcision Act
1985).

Definition

FGM comprises all procedures involving partial or total
removal of the external female genitalia or other injury
to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons. It
has no health benefits and harms girls and women in
many ways. It involves removing and damaging healthy
and normal female genital tissue, and hence interferes
with the natural function of girls’ and women’s bodies.
The practice causes severe pain and has several
immediate and long-term health consequences,
including difficulties in childbirth also causing dangers
to the child.

The Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 repealed and
re-enacted the provisions of the 1985 Act and revised it
to set the maximum penalty for FGM to 14 years
imprisonment and make it a criminal offence for UK
nationals or permanent UK residents to:

• Perform FGM overseas

• Take a UK national or permanent UK resident
overseas to have FGM

It came into force on 3 March 2004 and applies to
England, Northern Ireland and Wales.

Types of FGM

Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 as amended by
the Serious Crime Act 2015

FGM has been classified by the World Health
Organization into four types:

The Female Genital Mutilation Act was amended by
Section 73 of the Serious Crime Act 2015 to include
FGM Protection Orders. An FGM Protection Order is a
civil measure which can be applied for through a family
court. The FGM Protection Order offers the means of
protecting actual or potential victims from FGM under
the civil law.

• Type 1 – Clitoridectomy – partial or total removal of
the clitoris.

• Type 2 – Excision – partial or total removal of the
clitoris and the labia minora, with or without excision
of the labia majora.

• Type 3 – Infibulation – narrowing of the vaginal
orifice by cutting and bringing together the labia
minora and/or the labia majora to create a type of seal
with or without excision of the clitoris. In most
incidences the outer edges of the labia are stitched
together, which is referred to as ‘infibulation’.

Breach of an FGM Protection Order is a criminal offence
carrying a sentence of up to five years in prison. As an
alternative to criminal prosecution, a breach could be
dealt with in the family court as a contempt of court,
carrying a maximum of two years’ imprisonment.

• Type 4 – Other – all other harmful procedures to the
female genitalia for non-medical purposes, e.g.
pricking, piercing, incising, scraping and cauterising
the genital area.

Who can apply for an order?

• The person who is to be protected by the order

• A relevant third party (such as the local authority); or

The Law

• Any other person with the permission of the court (for
example, teachers, health care professionals, police,
family member).

It is illegal in the UK to subject a child to female genital
mutilation (FGM) or to take a child abroad to undergo
FGM.

FGM is violence against female children and women
and a serious health hazard and violation of their
human rights.
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FGM Protection Orders are unique to each case and
contain legally binding conditions, prohibitions and
restrictions to protect the person at risk of FGM. These
may include:

• Confiscating passports or travel documents of the girl
at risk and/or family members or other named
individuals to prevent girls from being taken abroad

• Ordering that family members or other named
individuals should not aid another person in any way
to commit or attempt to commit an FGM offence,
such as prohibiting bringing a “cutter” to the UK for
the purpose of committing FGM.

The court can make an order in an emergency so that
protection is in place straightaway. FGM Protection
Orders came into force on 17 July 2015 and apply to
England, Northern Ireland and Wales.

For further guidance on FGM and the procedure on
what to do if you suspect or become aware that a
child/young person under the age of 18 years has
suffered FGM visit the LSCB website.
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Recommended reading
NHS England released Guidance to support the
development of ‘Local Transformation Plans for
Children and Young People’s Mental Health and
Wellbeing’ (August 2015). This document should be
read alongside: Department of Health, Future in Mind:
Promoting, protecting and improving our children and
young people’s mental health and wellbeing (March
2015).
NSPCC report Spotlight on preventing child neglect
October 2015 (nhsorg.uk)

Exploited, Emma Jackson (2012) available from SWEEP
library.
HM Government Tackling Child Sexual Exploitation
(March 2015)

Training
If you wish to enroll on any of the training then please
contact erin.hall@northlincs.gov.uk

It is important when undertaking our safeguarding
responsibilities, to ensure that we have kept up to date
and developed our professional practice – to help with
this the LSCB produce a dynamic training programme
which can be found at:
www.northlincslscb.co.uk/professionals/training

If you would like to discuss any training need or can
offer your building as a potential venue for training
please contact carl.carter@northlincs.gov.uk

The LSCB offers a comprehensive range of training that
is available for all schools. Training is built around
supporting multi agency professionals in their ongoing
professional development in respect of safeguarding
children and in understanding key issues that affect the
safety and wellbeing of children. The training
programme for the year can be viewed here.

This is your newsletter! if you have any subjects you wish to be included in the newsletter, articles or
feedback please send to LSCB@northlincs.gov.uk
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